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USDA Seeks Comment on Aspects of National Animal ID Plan

August 23, 2004, Washington, D.C. – The U.S. Department of Agriculture is seeking input from the public on the Department’s approach to setting up the National Animal Identification System (NAIS).  The USDA seeks the comments to aid the development of a national animal identification system before proposing any changes to the Code of Federal Regulations.  Comments must be received by September 13, 2004.

USDA said that it is moving forward on the NAIS on a “voluntary basis, to integrate the various types of animal identification programs that currently exist in the United States, and then will scale up to the national level, to include those producers and animals that are not currently in an animal identification program.”

Following that approach, the Department asked several important and fundamental questions.  They included:  When and under what circumstances should the program change from voluntary to mandatory?  What species should be covered, both initially and in the longer term?  Should the initial emphasis be on cattle or also cover other species?  If so, which?  Which species should be covered by the program when it is fully implemented?  What priority should be given to including different species?

“These are important questions,” said Amy Mann, AHC Director or Health and Regulatory Affairs and a co-chair of the Equine Species Working Group which has been organized to review the national ID plan and how the horse industry might fit into it.  “We appreciate the opportunity to give the horse industry’s perspective on these issues.”

In announcing the request, USDA noted the various disease outbreaks around the world over the last 10 years and said that the diagnosis of BSE in a cow in Washington state last December heightened the public’s concern over disease threats and “intensified public interest in developing a national animal identification program for the purpose of protecting animal health.”

The notice also provided some additional insight into the USDA’s mind-set on issues surrounding the initiation of a national ID system.  USDA reaffirmed that it believed that any system should: (1) allow producers the flexibility to use current systems or adopt new ones; (2) be technology neutral so that existing technologies and new ones can be utilized; (3) build upon national data standards to ensure that a uniform and compatible system evolves; (4) allow producers to be able to use it with systems that respond to market incentives; and (5) not unduly increase the role and size of the federal government.

“The notice offers some insight into how the Department proposes to proceed on the national ID system, at least for the foreseeable future,” said Jay Hickey, President of the AHC.  The release states that “USDA recognizes the need to be able to ensure that data provided by producers is protected and that all components of the system are in place and have been tested before making the system mandatory.”  “That is good to know,” said Hickey, “since the horse industry is concerned about confidentiality and practicality.”

As the national trade association representing the horse industry in Washington, D.C., the American Horse Council works daily to represent equine interests and investments. Organized in 1969, the AHC promotes and protects the industry by communicating with Congress, federal agencies, the media and the industry on behalf of all horse related interests each and every day. 
     

