[image: image1.png]-

AMERICAN
HORSE COUNCIL






American Horse Council Press Release


Contact: NLamoureux@horsecouncil.org                   



AHC to Organize Task Force on National ID System for Horses
October 13, 2003, Washington, D.C. – Over the last year or so the concept of a national identification system for horses has been discussed at various meetings.  The primary purpose of such a national system would be to address animal health emergencies, although it has other benefits.  

At the recent American Horse Council meeting in Washington, the concept of a national ID system was discussed, with several equine organizations presenting their views on the pros-and-cons of such a system.  Some suggested that the idea had merit and could offer the industry positive benefits in terms of disease control, travel and theft.  Others expressed concerns about whether there is a need for a national identification system, whether it is practical and questioned its value versus its costs.

Although there was no consensus reached on the need for a national ID system, there was agreement that the AHC should organize an Equine Identification Task Force to continue to inform, involve and educate the industry about the issues surrounding the potential of a national identification system for horses with the goal of arriving at some consensus.

Other livestock groups have been debating the issues surrounding a national identification system for their animals for over ten years and have reached a general consensus that a system is needed.  These other sectors are considering the implementation of a universal system that would be alpha-numeric, permanent, unique, and in addition to and integrated with existing systems already being used.  But the value of any such system to the horse industry, which has different needs and different challenges, has not been fully explored.  That will be one of the purposes of the ID Task Force.

As the national trade association representing the horse industry in Washington, D.C., the American Horse Council works daily to represent equine interests and investments. Organized in 1969, the AHC promotes and protects the industry by communicating with Congress, federal agencies, the media and the industry on behalf of all horse related interests each and every day. 
     

